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Lumpkin County Board of Elections & Registration 
99 Courthouse Hill, Suite G 

Dahlonega, GA  30533 
Phone (706)864-6279      
 Fax (706)864-0731       

E-mail: elections@lumpkincounty.gov  
www.lumpkincounty.gov/dept/election 

 

Monthly Meeting 

February 26, 2013 

Attendance: 

Bastian Oskam (Democratic Seat 4) – Chairman 

Ralph Drew (Republican Seat 1) –Vice Chairman   

Sallie Sorohan (Democratic Seat 3) – Board Member 

Dottie Krull (Republican Seat 2) – Board Member 

Ashley Peck – Secretary, Elections Supervisor & Chief Registrar 

  

I. Call to order.  Acting Chairman Oskam called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.   

 

II. Approval of Previous Minutes of January 15, 2013.   

Motion:  Ms. Sorohan made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Mr. Drew seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried. 

 

III. News/Issues  

 

 Ms. Peck reports that the new Voter Registration System launched Monday, February 25, 2013.  

 Ms. Peck reports that a new computer for the office was purchased. This purchase was made due to the 

operational requirements of the new Voter Registration System. Ms. Peck reports that a scanner was 

also purchased for the office for the purpose of uploading the voter registration cards and voter 

signatures into the new Voter Registration System.  

 Ms. Peck reports all the DRE’s have been setup in preparation of the quarterly maintenance. 

 Ms. Peck reports that the Board of Commissioners will be visiting each Department in March. The 

BOER requests to be notified of the date so any member of the BOER can be present if they choose.  

 

 

IV. New VR System 

 

 Ms. Peck reports the following  on the New Voter Registration System 

o The system launched Monday however, no new registrations or changes can be completed until 

the following week per the Secretary of State. 

o The Secretary of State has requested that during the first week we review the new system and 

insure all data was transferred correctly and make corrections as needed.  

o Ms. Peck reports that the new system has the ability to store voter signatures which will 

improve the absentee balloting process.  

o Ms. Peck reports that the new system is now web based.  

o Ms. Peck reports that the BOER members would have access to the Voter Registration System. 

 Ms. Sorohan asks what impact the new system will have on the challenged voter hearings. Ms. Peck 

reports that it will not affect the procedures of placing voters on the hearing list. Ms. Peck reports that 

the law was changed recently to allow confirmed, deceased voters to be removed from the voter 

registration list without holding a hearing.  

 

V. Contingency Plan Update 

 Mr. Oskam reports that the contingency plan needs to state the name of the office that should be 

called/notified in the event of an emergency and not the name of the person holding that office.  
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 Mr. Oskam stated that the contingency plan needs to be updated to reflect the new names and locations 

of the current precincts. 

 Mr. Oskam stated that the section addressing which power company should be notified in the event of a 

power outage needs to be updated to reflect the new precincts. 

 It was decided to create a draft of the contingency plan with the recommended changes. Further 

discussion on this matter would be done following the review of the draft.  

 

 

VI. By-Laws Update 

 Ms. Sorohan stated her only recommended change to the by-laws should be a wording change in 

Article IV, concerning the removal of a Board Member.  

 The Board unanimously voted to make the recommended wording change to the By-Laws. 

 Official notice was given to place the updated by-laws on March’s Agenda to be voted upon at 

that time.  

 Ms. Sorohan addressed the section of the by-laws concerning the monthly meetings being open 

to the public. Ms. Sorohan requested information on how the public was notified of the monthly 

meeting. Ms. Peck explained that a notice was in the Dahlonega Nugget every m   onth giving 

the date, time and location of the meeting. Ms. Peck also stated the same information was posted 

on the county website and on the door of the administration building.  

 

VII. SOS Grant for Polling Locations (ADA compliance) 

 Ms. Peck introduced a grant received from the Secretary of State that could be used to fund 

projects for improving the accessibility of Elections to individuals with disabilities.  

 It was decided that Ms. Peck would discuss the grant with the county to determine if it is a viable 

option in offsetting some of the cost involved in improving the parking area at the new office 

location.  

 The Board also decided to visit the East Precinct to determine if any changes could be made to 

improve the handicap parking and if the grant could be used to facilitate those changes.  
 

VIII. Upcoming Events 

 Ms. Peck discusses the upcoming events: 

a) 2/28: 3T Meeting 

b) 3/6: Defensive Driving Class 

 

IX. Next Meeting and Adjournment 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2013 at 9:00 am.   

Mr. Drew makes a motion to close the meeting. Ms. Sorohan seconds the motion. Motion carries. 

Chairman Oskam adjourns the meeting at 10:30 am.  

 

 

 


